
St. Pius X School Grade 4  
Summer Work 2026 

 
All incoming fourth graders will read Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by 
Judy Blume. Attached are the rubrics the fourth grade teachers will use to grade 
the projects. Please bring in your completed project on the second day of school.  
 
 
 Math: Summer math work should encompass the practice of math facts: addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division.  Use flashcards or better yet, make your own!  
The most important activity is to practice, practice, practice!  
 
*Please bring the required completed math packet to school on the second day of 
school. 
 
Required Reading and project choices: 
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume 
 
Create a Character Sketch Poster.  
Your poster (11 x 14 poster size poster board) should focus on four main 
characters from this story. Include a large, detailed drawing of four main 
characters. Next to each character's picture, write several words or phrases 
to describe their personality traits, age, appearance, and beliefs.  
Your poster will be graded on accuracy of information, how well you understand the 
characters, and neatness.  
 
or 
 
Write a Book Review 
Write a book review for Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing. Give information 
about the plot (but don't give away the ending). Tell which parts of the book 
you liked and why. Also, tell which parts you didn't like and why. Rate the 
book on a scale of one to five stars. Your book review should be at least 3  
full paragraphs long.  
Your book review should be typed or neatly hand-written. You will be graded on your 
writing skills and how well you understand the book. Neatness counts, too.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 or 

Write Your Own Test 

Pretend you're a teacher. Write your own test to go along with Tales of a 
Fourth Grade Nothing. Your test should have 15-20 questions. You can write 
multiple choice questions, fill-in-the-blank questions, short answer questions, 
and/or essay questions. Be sure your questions are about the main ideas in 
the story, not just small details. Include an answer key on a separate sheet 
of paper.  

Your test should be typed or neatly hand-written. You will be graded on how well you 
understand the story, quality of your questions, and accuracy on the answer sheet. 
Neatness counts, too.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. Pius X School  
Grade 4 Supply List  

 
· 2 boxes of Kleenex (prefer non-lotion)  
· 4 large containers of antibacterial wipes  
· 3 rolls of paper towel  
 . Student Last name A-M | sandwich sized ziplock bags 
 . Student Last name N-Z | gallon sized ziploc bags 
· 4 packages of 3x5 lined index cards and container  
· 1 clipboard  
· 4 Ticonderoga 18 count #2 pencils  
. 1 pack of pencil top erasers 
· 4 glue sticks  
· 1 box of 12 count Crayola Twistables 
· 1 box of thin markers (10 count)  
· 1 box of 24 Crayola  colored pencils  
·  pencil pouch  
· 2  highlighters  
· 1 – 1 1⁄2 in. Three Ring Binder  
 . 1 pack of lined filler paper 
· 50 count page protectors  
. 6 colored, 2 pocket folders at least 6 different colors  
. 1 safety school type scissors  
. 1 copy of Saint Therese and the Roses, by Helen Walker Homan  
. 6 Hardcover Mead Composition Books  
. Headphones or earbuds 
 . 2 colored pens  
 . 2 SQUARE post-it notes 
 

Please have your child bring all school supplies on the first day of school. We kindly 
ask that you do not send handheld pencil sharpeners, mechanical pencils, or extra 
supplies. The lead from mechanical pencils and shavings from small sharpeners can 
create messes that are difficult to clean. 

Thank you for your understanding and support! 

 



4th Grade Character Sketch Poster Rubric 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing 

Criteria 3 - Excellent 2 - Satisfactory 1 - Needs 
Improvement 

Accuracy of 
Information 

All four characters are 
accurately represented 
with correct traits, age, 
appearance, and beliefs 
from the story. 

Most characters are 
represented with 
mostly accurate traits, 
age, appearance, and 
beliefs. 

Few or many 
inaccuracies in 
character traits, age, 
appearance, or 
beliefs. 

Understanding 
of Characters 

Demonstrates a deep 
understanding of each 
character through 
detailed descriptions and 
thoughtful word choices. 

Shows a basic 
understanding with 
some appropriate 
descriptions and word 
choices. 

Limited or incorrect 
understanding of 
characters; 
descriptions are 
unclear or missing. 

Drawing Quality Each character is drawn 
in large, detailed, and 
recognizable form that 
clearly shows 
personality and 
appearance. 

Drawings are present 
but lack detail or 
clarity in showing 
personality or 
appearance. 

Drawings are missing, 
small, or lack detail to 
represent characters. 

Neatness and 
Presentation 

Poster is very neat, 
clean, and organized; 
text is legible and well 
placed next to each 
character. 

Poster is somewhat 
neat; text is mostly 
legible but can be 
better organized. 

Poster is messy or 
text is difficult to read; 
poor organization of 
drawings and 
descriptions. 

 



4th Grade Book Review Rubric  

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing 

Criteria 3 - Meets Expectations 2 - Approaching 
Expectations 

1 - Needs 
Improvement 

Plot 
Summary 

Provides a clear summary 
of the plot without 
revealing the ending; 
shows understanding of 
the story. 

Provides a basic 
summary but may 
reveal some ending 
details or miss key 
points. 

Summary is unclear, 
incomplete, or reveals 
the ending. 

Likes and 
Reasons 

Clearly describes parts of 
the book liked with specific 
reasons related to the 
story or characters. 

Describes some parts 
liked but reasons are 
vague or general. 

Does not clearly state 
likes or gives no 
reasons. 

Dislikes and 
Reasons 

Clearly describes parts of 
the book disliked with 
specific reasons related to 
the story or writing. 

Describes some parts 
disliked but reasons are 
vague or general. 

Does not clearly state 
dislikes or gives no 
reasons. 

Rating Provides a rating from 1 to 
5 stars with an explanation 
supporting the rating. 

Provides a rating but 
explanation is weak or 
missing. 

No rating given or 
rating is unclear. 

Paragraph 
Structure 

Writing is organized into at 
least 3 full paragraphs with 
clear beginning, middle, 
and end. 

Writing has 2-3 
paragraphs but may 
lack clear structure or 
completeness. 

Writing has fewer than 
2 paragraphs or lacks 
clear organization. 

Grammar 
and Spelling 

Few or no spelling or 
grammar errors; writing is 
easy to read. 

Some spelling or 
grammar errors that do 
not distract from 
meaning. 

Frequent spelling or 
grammar errors that 
make understanding 
difficult. 

 



Rubric Test Creation  

 Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing 

Criteria 3 - Excellent 2 - Satisfactory 1 - Needs 
Improvement 

Understanding 
of Story 

Demonstrates thorough 
understanding of main 
ideas; questions reflect 
deep comprehension of 
Tales of a Fourth Grade 
Nothing. 

Shows general 
understanding of main 
ideas; some questions 
reflect basic 
comprehension with 
minor inaccuracies. 

Shows limited 
understanding; many 
questions focus on 
small details or 
contain inaccuracies. 

Quality of 
Questions 

Questions are clear, 
varied (multiple choice, 
fill-in-the-blank, short 
answer, essay), and 
focus on main ideas 
rather than minor details. 

Questions include 
some variety and 
mostly focus on main 
ideas but may include a 
few minor details or 
lack clarity. 

Questions lack 
variety, focus mainly 
on minor details, or 
are unclear and 
confusing. 

Answer Key 
Accuracy 

Answer key is complete, 
accurate, and matches 
test questions perfectly. 

Answer key is mostly 
accurate but has minor 
errors or omissions. 

Answer key is 
incomplete, 
inaccurate, or does 
not correspond well 
to the test questions. 

Neatness and 
Presentation 

Test is typed or neatly 
hand-written, well-
organized, and easy to 
read. 

Test is generally neat 
and organized but may 
have some handwriting 
or formatting issues. 

Test is messy or 
difficult to read; lacks 
clear organization. 
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